Procedure (Note 1)

A. (2R,3S)-2-Methyl-4-nitro-3-phenylbutanol (2).
A 500-mL three-necked round-bottomed flask is equipped with an egg-shaped, Teflon-coated, magnetic stir bar (8 x 32 mm), an internal thermometer, a two-way stopcock with a hose (central neck), and a three-way stopcock connected to a nitrogen inlet hose ( Figure 1 ). The flask is charged with a solution of trans-bnitrostyrene (10.00 g, 67.0 mmol, 1.0 equiv) (Note 2) in toluene (60 mL) (Note 3). The stirred solution is immersed in a water bath in order to cool the internal temperature to 16 °C (Note 4), followed by addition of propanal (5.8 g, 7.2 mL, 100 mmol, 1.5 equiv) (Note 5) and 4-nitrophenol (466 mg, 3.4 mmol, 0.05 equiv) (Note 6). (S)-1,1-Diphenylprolinol trimethylsilyl ether (1.09 g, 3.4 mmol, 0.05 equiv) (Note 7) in toluene (7 mL) (Note 3) is added over 0.5 min. After the reaction mixture is stirred at 16 ~ 20 °C (Notes 4 and 8) for 30 min, the internal temperature is cooled down to 0 ~ 3 °C with an ice bath. Methanol (134 mL) (Note 9) is added to the reaction mixture and then NaBH4 (3.80 g, 100.5 mmol) (Note 10) is slowly added (Note 11) over 
Working with Hazardous Chemicals
The procedures in Organic Syntheses are intended for use only by persons with proper training in experimental organic chemistry. All hazardous materials should be handled using the standard procedures for work with chemicals described in references such as "Prudent Practices in the Laboratory" (The National Academies Press, Washington, D.C., 2011; the full text can be accessed free of charge at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12654). All chemical waste should be disposed of in accordance with local regulations. For general guidelines for the management of chemical waste, see Chapter 8 of Prudent Practices.
In some articles in Organic Syntheses, chemical-specific hazards are highlighted in red "Caution Notes" within a procedure. It is important to recognize that the absence of a caution note does not imply that no significant hazards are associated with the chemicals involved in that procedure. Prior to performing a reaction, a thorough risk assessment should be carried out that includes a review of the potential hazards associated with each chemical and experimental operation on the scale that is planned for the procedure. Guidelines for carrying out a risk assessment and for analyzing the hazards associated with chemicals can be found in Chapter 4 of Prudent Practices.
The procedures described in Organic Syntheses are provided as published and are conducted at one's own risk. Organic Syntheses, Inc., its Editors, and its Board of Directors do not warrant or guarantee the safety of individuals using these procedures and hereby disclaim any liability for any injuries or damages claimed to have resulted from or related in any way to the procedures herein.
Discussion
The asymmetric Michael reaction of aldehydes and nitroalkenes catalyzed by diphenylprolinol trimethylsilyl ether affords the Michael adduct in a good yield with excellent diastereoselectivity and enantioselectivity. 3 The reaction was greatly accelerated in the presence of acid. 4 This Michael reaction is a powerful method, which has already been successfully employed in the synthesis of biologically active compounds. 
